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Chronic Tympanic By Chas. H. Burnett, M.D. (Phil. 
Vertigo. Polyclinic, May 2, 1896). 

Chronic tympanic vertigo is one of the late symptoms of 
chronic catarrhal otitis media. It is paroxysmal in its occur¬ 
rence and is always observed in company with tinnitus and 
deafness, which usually precede it by several years. Sometimes 
both ears are affected simultaneously. The vertigo is followed 
soon or later by nausea, vomiting, reeling and falling. This 
affection is sometimes erroneously termed Meniere’s disease, 
neurasthenia, biliousness, cerebellar disease, and epilepsy. 
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The Employment Dr. Richard Drews ( Wiener Medisin- 
of Hypnotics in Gen- / sc / le Pressc, Nos. 1 and 14, 1896). 
eral Medicine. , ■(_ .. ^ \ 

Trionel is an ideal hypnotic—prompt 

and efficient. In doses of 1.0-2.0 gm. in adults, in children 0.2 
gm. to 1.0 gm.it produces in one-quarter to one-half hour sleep 
which differs in no way from the normal, and it does not disturb 
the intellectual, respiratory or circulatory organs Besides, it 
has no cumulative action and causes no habituation. It pro¬ 
duces no gastro intestinal disturbances and is practically innoc¬ 
uous. That there is little risk of poisoning front trionel is 
shown in the cases reported. Where, after enormous doses, 8- 
10 grammes, but temporary symptoms were produced followed 
by perfect recovery. Like the bromides it can be taken a long 
time without injury, but unlike them it causes no abstinence 
symptoms. It is analgesic and in sufficient dose may produce 
sleep even in painful conditions. It is more reliable and prompt 
than sulfonal and less toxic. Out of the many thousands of 
cases in which trional has been employed, one case of liemato- 
porphynuria only has been observed, and here in connection 
with constipation and anorexia. All observers concur that it 
acts more rapidly than sulfonal, that its hypnotic effect extends 
over six to eight hours, and that it much more rarely gives 
rise to unpleasant after effects These peculiarities in the ac¬ 
tion of trional can be explained 011 the ground of the behavior 
of this substance in the metabolism, in its prompt solution and 
decomposition. That it exerts no injurious action upon the al¬ 
buminous metamorphosis is demonstrated by Schaumann. This 
gives trional great advantage over chloral, aside from the in¬ 
jurious action of the latter upon the heart and vascular system. 
In order to utilize the favorable effects of trional in the proper 
way, especial consideration should be shown to the dose and 
manner of administration. 

To prevent the development of hematoporphynuria and to 
guard against all other after-effects of trional, the dose should 
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never exceed 2 0 gm. It should never be taken dry or followed 
by a drink of cold water, but simultaneously with its adminis¬ 
tration should be given a cupful of fluid as warm as possible, 
as for example, soup, tea, or milk. Its absorption is thoroughly 
facilitated and a prompt effect secured. During its employment 
it should occasionally be discontinued. To guard against any 
possible accumulation of unabsorbed trional, to accelerate its 
elimination and thereby prevent reduction of the alkalinity of 
the blood, some carbonated mineral water should be prescribed. 
It is also advisable to give at the same time some salt of citric or 
tartaric acid. The vegetable acids are converted into carbon¬ 
ates in the organism and these increase the alkalescence of the 
blood. Constipation should be promptly relieved. 

The Exceptional S. Weir Mitchell, M D. ( University 
Effects of Bromides. I\fcd. Magazine, June, 1896). The or¬ 
dinary or excessive use of bromides sometimes occasions symp¬ 
toms which ars familiar in their milder expressions, but which 
are rarely seen in their aggravated forms; or if seen are not al¬ 
ways attributed to the use of these salts. In certain people 
these extreme results are not due alone to the bromides. The 
prodromes of an epileptic fit may, because of the bromides, be 
intensified even in those whose attacks are being lessened in 
number. Irritability or melancholy is sometimes more marked 
at the time of menstruation in epileptics under free use of bro¬ 
mides. Trauma affecting the brain may give us to see exces¬ 
sive displays of bromic influence, causing bad temper, suicical 
or homicidal tendencies and temporary delusions. Although, 
ordinarily, these salts do not disturb the circulation, they may 
do so when certain failure of heart-force exists (DaCosta). 
One of the earlier physical effects is a tendency to ptosis (Rud- 
ish). There are a few cases in which the bromides (sixty grains 
daily) cause at first a mere depression of spirits, which, save 
in rare instances, is not lasting. Now and then we find people 
who do not bear any effective dose of bromide, and who are in 
a state of moderate melancholia so long as we give the drug. 
Exceptionally this influence may rise to the grade of danger 
and occasion suicidal impulses. It is far more common to see 
irritability of temper caused by the bromides. In old epileptics 
this is laid to the score of the disease, but that it is not always 
of this parentage is a matter worth remembering in extreme 
cases. A tendency to destructive outbreaks, with unrestrained 
violence of temper, does in a few people, rise to the danger 
line. The use of the bromides should be remembered as one of 
the causes of sudden mania. FREEMAN. 



